
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



REASONS FOR ACCEPTING THE PRESIDENCY. 



Headquarters Army of the United States. 
Washington, D. C, June 21, 1868. 
Dear Sherman: 

Your kind favor written from New Mexico is received. You 
understand my position exactly. It is one I would not occu- 
py for any mere personal consideration, but from the nature 
of the contest since the close of active hostilities, I have 
been forced into it in spite of myself. I could not back 
down without, as it seems to me, leaving the contest for power 
for the next four years between mere trading politicians, the ele- 
vation of whom, no matter which party won, would lose to us 
largely the results of the costly war which we have gone through. 
Now the Democrats will be forced to adopt a good platform, and 
put upon it a reliable man who, if elected, will disappoint the cop- 
perhead element of their party. This will be a great point gained, 
if nothing more is accomplished. I feel very grateful to the offi- 
cers of our Army, whose military achievements made my reputa- 
tion as well as their own, to know that they support me in this 
new field. I do not expect, or want, active support, but merely 
the satisfaction of knowing what your letter assures me of on 
your part. Officers who expect to make the Army their home 
for life have to serve under successive Administrations and should 
not make themselves obnoxious to any party likely ever to come 
into power. 

I shall not ask you to come to Washington until after Novem- 
ber, and probably not then. For myself I expect to be away 
from here most of the time, but I shall keep within telegraph, 
and being within the limits of my command will exercise it. 

Present my kindest regards to Mrs. Sherman and the children. 

Yours truly, 

II. S. Grant. 
A true copy of the original now in my possession. 

W. T. Sherman, 

New York, April 5, 1888. General. 



